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Re: Edwin Jesudason 
Dear Doctor Snelling and Professor Alfiveric, 

I am very pleased to provide a letter concerning the activities of Dr. Edwin Jesudason in the 
Biological Imaging Center at Caltech, to assist you in his annual evaluation.  His activities here 
have brought him into contact with me often, and I have been able to observe him in many 
different roles, permitting me to write an informed and very positive letter.  

Dr. Jesudason has been active in the research program at Caltech, in both performing and 
designing experiments.  His experimental work integrates the intravital imaging technologies we 
have developed with the biological and clinical interests he has developed in lung development 
and tissue repopulation.  I have had ample opportunity to put his work in context by the cell 
therapy and regenerative medicine meetings that I attend.  Edwin’s work stands out in its care, 
execution and intrinsic beauty.  I have no doubt that a high-visibility publication is in his future.  
Because of his activities, I have new insights into the process of lung development as well as 
the potential means for repairing injury or congenital defects. 

Edwin’s presence at Caltech has brought much more than experimental prowess to my group; it 
has allowed the group to use him as an important sounding board for translational research. He 
has been a reliable presence in our two weekly research meetings, and is always willing to offer 
important feedback and guidance to the speakers.  This is particularly important at an Institution 
such as Caltech, because we have no affiliated medical school.  In the absence of an active 
group of clinical researchers, it is not always possible for the engineers and scientists in my 
group to appreciate the important questions and roadblocks from a clinical perspective.  Edwin 
is remarkable in his ability to gently tell one of them that they are trying to solve a problem that 
nobody has!  and then redirect their attention to questions that are more relevant.  The work at 
Caltech has benefitted tremendously from the well founded and gently presented insights Edwin 
has offered in our discussions.   

Perhaps Edwin’s greatest impact has been upon the careers of the MD-PhD students in my lab.  
One of the best examples of his ability come from the brightest and most driven of my students, 
who was somewhat stalled after finding that her venturesome cell therapy project had been 
“scooped” by a larger and immensely well funded group.  His career coaching allowed her to re-
examine the research area with improved perspective, and permitted her to find areas in which 
the facilities and techniques unique to our lab could be brought to bear.  This has resulted in her 
defining a set of research questions that are important and beyond the capabilities of other 
laboratories, giving her the security to work on a challenging problem without the constant 
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worrying about competitors.  The result is a happier, more positive and more productive young 
clinical scientist.  Without Edwin’s intervention, I fear she would ne have bloomed in this fashion.   

In summary, Edwin Jesudason has been an important presence in my research unit:  
performing excellent research, interacting actively in defining a translational science agenda, 
and mentoring excellent researchers.  I cannot imagine a clinical researcher more capable in 
these areas than Edwin has shown himself to be.   

 

Sincerely,  

 
Scott E. Fraser, Ph.D. 
Anna L. Rosen Professor of Biology 
Professor of Engineering and Applied Science 
Director, Biological Imaging Center 
Director, Rosen Center for Biological Engineering 
 


